Reception Spring 1

This half term Reception will be learning all about Polar Regions. We will be focusing on the Arctic
and Antarctica. Some of the things we will be learning about and exploring are:

Animals and living things.

Homes and how people liveinthese climates.

Comparingthe polarregionsto other placesinthe world.

Researching historical figures and their expeditions inthe Arcticand Antarctic.
Readingstories basedinthe polarregions.

Creatingartwork with the stimulus of the Arcticand Antarctic.



Week by Week

Week 1: The Arctic - Polar Bears

Week 2: The Arctic - Climate and Heat

Week 3: The Arctic - Homes and Inuit People
Week 4: The Antarctica - Exploresand Expeditions
Week 5: The Antarctica - Transportation

Week 6: The Antarctica - Penguins

Week 7: Evaluating the topicand our knowledge.

Each week we will be encouragingthe children tolearn and use five words related to our topic.



Stories and Texts

Here are the main stories we will be using throughout our topic:
e Irisand Isaac by Catherine Rayner
¢ The Polar BearSon Retold by Lydia Dabcovich
e Lost and Found By Oliver Jeffers

e The Emperor's Egg By Martin Jenkins
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tHE POLAR BEAR SON

AN INUIT TALE

RETOLD AND ILLUSTRATED BY LYDIA DABCOVICH

Week 1: The Arctic - Polar Bears
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1 - Book of the week.

Thisweek we will begin ourtopicby firstly introducing the Articto the children and gaining an
insightinto whatthe children already know about this place in the world.

Main textfor the week: Iris and Isaac by Catherine Rayner

Vocabulary words for the week: Polar bear, Arctic, habitat, blubberand camouflage.

Activities:
e Retellingthe story of Irisand Isaacinthe small world area.
e Creatingourown storiesabout the Arcticin the small world areaand construction area.
e Exploringsoundsfromthe Arcticas well as creating movements to the sounds.
e Findinghighfrequency wordsin books and sensory play activities.
e Cuttingoutpolar bears by size and orderingthem.
e Studyingartwork of George Saurat and pointillism and creating our own polar bear pictures.
e \Vetrole playto treatand protect polar bears.

e How doesa polarbear stay warm? Blubber/iceexperiment.



Week 2: The Arctic - Climate and Heat

P L gt
2 - Book of the week.

This week we will be linking our previous learning on polar bears to understand how they can survive
and liveinacold environment.

Main text for the week: Iris and Isaac by Catherine Rayner



Vocabulary words for the week: Climate, heat, temperature, insulatorandiceberg

Activities:

Talk for writing: retelling the story of Irisand Isaac.
Polaranimal yoga, children creating movements and poses of polaranimals.

Science experiment - Whatis an insulator? Exploring different materials and which are best
to keep heatin.

Comparingthe climate of the Arcticwith other places around the world.

Completingand creating jigsaws of the Arctic.

Continuingto explore George Saurat's work and our own recreations.

Iceberg collage

Creating story maps of Irisand Isaac

Comparing numberstofive. Using representations fromthe Arcticto compare numbersto 5.
Measuring polarbears using standard and non standard units.

Drawingpolarbears by size.

Week 3: The Arctic - Homes and Inuit People




tHE POLAR BEAR SON

AN INUIT TALE

RETOLD AND ILLUSTRATED BY LYDIA DABCOVICH
3 - Book of the week

Main textfor the week: The Polar Bear Son Retold by Lydia Dabcovich

Vocabulary words for the week: igloo, Inuit, homes, family and protect

Activities:
e Buildingigloos usingsugar cubes.
e Sensory playwithice and small world animals.
e Smallworld play with Inuit figures and animals.
e Vetrole playarea - taking care of the PolarBear Son.
e Storymap and feelings - talkingabout the different emotions characters feel in astory.
e Exploringpictures of homesinthe Arcticand otherareas of the world.
e Fredtalk- recordingwords with three and four sounds.
e Sequencing movementstomusic-tellingastory.
e Designingahome forlnuitpeopletolivein.

e Compositionof4and 5.



Week 4: The Antarctica - Explores and Expeditions
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4 - Book of the week.

Main text for the week: Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers

Vocabulary words for the week: penguin, Antarctica, explorers and expedition



Activities:
e Tenframe penguins - countingand markingon a ten frame.
e Drawing mapsfor the boy and penguintofind theirwayto the South Pole and back home.
¢ IntroducingSirJames Clark Ross and researching his expedition.
e Making telescopestogoon an expedition.
e Writinglists ofitemsforan expedition.
e Directions-tellingothers which directionto travelin.

¢ Numberofthe week 6. Counting, subitising, representations of 6.

Week 5: The Antarctica - Transportation
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5 - Book of the week.

Main text for the week: Lost and Found by OliverJeffers

Vocabulary words for the week: Transport, boat, safety, travel and scenery

Activities:

Designing and makingboats for the boy and the penguin totravel on.
Researchinghow do people travel in the snow? Acrossice?

Water Safety.

Building new vehiclesin the construction areato travel on snow.
Number of the week 7. Counting, subitising and representations.
Comparingtransportation whatis the same, whatis different?

Small world area setting a scene usinga map.

How do animals travel around the Antarctic? How have they adapted totheirenvironment?



Week 6: The Antarctica - Penguins
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6 - Book of the week.

Main text for the week: The Emperor's Egg by Martin Jenkins

Vocabulary words for the week: species, environment, life cycle, fledglingand incubate.

Activities:
e Recitingand orderingthe life cycle of apenguin.
* Ice cave - writingourown polarregion stories.
e Continuingwith pointillism makingimages of penguins with dots.
e Penguinpool, usingapipette totransport water - fine motor skills.
e Penguinwax crayon pictures and water colours.
e Llabelling parts of a penguin encouraging Fred Talk.
¢ Numberof the week 8. Counting, subitisingand representations.
e Measuringand ordering species of penguin by height.
e Vetrole play- Taking care of a penguin.

e Exploringdifferent species of penguin. Recalling facts we have learnt throughout the week.



Week 7: Evaluating our topic
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7 - Book of the week.

Main text for the week: Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers

Vocabulary words for the week: Evaluate, fact file, knowledge,



Activities:

Number of the week 9. Counting, subitisingand representations.

Images of the polar regions, can the children write words ora short caption about the
image?

Cuttingout fish for the penguinsto eat.

Penguin Factfile. What facts can the childrenrecall?
Foil painting.

Penguinrock painting.

High frequency word writing. Sensory play.

Expeditions: creating movements that may be seenin Antarctica e.g digging snow, hikingin
the snow, walkinglike a penguin.

Listeningtothe sounds of the South Pole and North Pole. Can the children name the
sounds?



