Reception Topic: In the Garden -
Summer 2.

This half term Reception will be learningaboutin the garden. In particular we will be learning about:

e MiniBeasts.

e Pondlife.

e Differentclimates and how mini beasts have adapted totheirenvironment.
e Lifecycle of a butterfly.

e Lifecycle of a frog.

e Facts aboutworms.

e How plantsgrowinthe garden.

e What plantsneedtogrow and how to look afterthem.



Week 1 - Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee - 1960's

The first week of this half term we will be learning about Queen Elizabeth and herrain duringthe
1960's.

We will be learning about key events in the 1960's including:

Book of the week: The Queen's hat by Steve Antony.

e Firstman wentto spacein 1961 and the first womanin 1963.

e Moon landingin 1969

e Football World Cup 1966

e Moneychanges - £1 note introduced into circulation 1960 with Queen Elizabeth'simage.

e Listeningto popularmusicinthe 60's e.g. The Beatles

e Famous people such as Elvis Presley.

e Populartoyssuch as Sindy, Action Man, Mr Potato Head and Etch a sketch came to market.

e Compare the fashioninthe 1960's to now.

2 - World Cup 1966 England Vs Germany.



3 - The Beatles inthe 1960's.

e

4 - Elvis Presley was famous in the 1960's and he starred in a lot of films through the 60's.



‘This picture book is hard to beat.' rke limes
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5 -The Queen's hat by Steve Antony.



Week 2 - Caterpillars and Butterflies

iw

(‘-/

L4

A4
@

.« 4

! l.“l".
...000' B® s o

-

Book of the week: The very hungry caterpillar By Eric Carle.

This week we will be focusing on caterpillars and butterflies here are some the activities we will be
completing.

e Researchingwhere caterpillars and butterflies liveand why they like these areas.
e The Life cycle of a caterpillar.

e Actingout thelife cycle of a caterpillar.

e Making patterns.

e Exploringsymmetry.

e Learningdays of the weekand how to write the date.

e Readingwordsfromthe story.



e Drawingalunchboxandlistingthe food the caterpillareats.
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6 - The very hungry caterpillar By Eric Carle.

Week 3 - Spiders

Book of the week: The very busy spider by Eric Carle.

This week we will be learning all about spiders, hereare some of the activities we will be doingin
class:

e Designingwaysforlncy Wincy to climb down the pipes and guttering.

e RecitingIncy Wincy spiderand learningtowrite it down.



e Designingand makingspiderwebs.

e Learningfacts about spiders and the different types of spiders around the world.
e Developingourfine motorskills by threading our own spiderweb.

e Readingwordsthe spiderhascollectedin hisweb.

e labellingaspiderand writing facts.

e Finding waystomake eightona spider.

e Usinga tenframeto showa numberofspidersupto 10.

=

The Very Busy
Spider

Eric Carle /*

7 - The very busy spider by Eric Carle.

Week 4 - Ladybirds




Book of the week: The bad tempered ladybird By Eric Carle

Thisweek we will be learning all about ladybirds. We will be learning aboutthem through the
following experiences and activities:

e Designingand makingahome for a ladybird using natural materialsfromagardenor
outdoorspace.

e Creatingacollage of a ladybird using different materials.
e Learninga poem aboutladybirds.

e Researchingtheirhabitat, what the eat, what sort of climate they like to live inand how they
help the natural environment.

e Learninghowto draw a ladybird following aset of instructions.

e Exploringdifferentemotions such as bad tempered, grouchy, angry, sad, annoyed, worried
etc.

e Writingspeech bubblesfrom the perspective of the bad tempered ladybird.

e Usinga ladybird to explore mathematical concepts, addition, subtraction, subitising, number
bonds etc.

e Making a bug hotel.

@ The Bad-Tempered Ladybird

Eric Carle

8 - The bad tempered ladybird by Eric Carle.



Week 5 - Worms

Book of the week - Superworm by Julia Donaldson.

This week we will be learning about worms. Here are some of the activities we willbe completing:

e Learningfactsabout wormsand how they survive intheirhabitat.
e Making awormery.

e Learninga poemaboutwormsand recitingit.

e Designingandthreading ourownsuperworms.

e Writingfactsabout worms.



* Measuringthe lengths of different worms. Does the length change by using different non
standard units.

e Recitingthe story of superworm on a stage built by the children.
e Exploringstring painting.
e Collage pictures of different mini beasts.

e What makesa superhero? Discussing.

9 - Superworm by Julia Donaldson.

Week 6 - Plants and growth

Book of the week: Jasper's Beanstalk by Nick Butterworth

Thisweek we will be learning about plantsin the garden and the different climates plants adapt to.
We will be learning about plants through these activities:

¢ Whatdoesaplantneedto grow?

¢ What are the stages of a plantgrowing?

e labellingand namingthe parts of a plant.

e Researching which mini beasts enjoy plants.

e Learningdays of the weekand how to write the date.

e Roleplayingagardeningshop.

e Sortingpictures of different mini beastsand where theyliveinagarden.
e Observational drawing of flowers.

e Learningotherstories with beanstalks - Jack and the beanstalk.



e Recitinglackand the beanstalkinthe readingareawith props.

e Paintingmini beasts fromthe EricCarle illustrations.
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Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen

10 - Jasper's Beanstalk by Nick Butterworth.

Week 7 - Frogs and pond life.

Book of the week: Tadpole's Promise by Jeanne Willis



Thisweekisall about frogs and mini beasts near water. We will also be recalling everything we have
learntabout other mini beasts from our topic. Here are some of the activities we will be doing:

e Learningfactsabout frogs.

e Wheretheylive and why they like itthere.

¢ How manydifferentspecies of frogsthere are.

e Thelifecycle ofafrog.

e Recitingthe life cycle of afrog and recordingit.

e Observational drawings of frogs and their habitats.

e Roleplayingthe story of Tadpole's promise inthe water area.
e Exploringlily padsand how they grow in water.

e Singing5 little speckled frogs and recording number sentences using, numberbonds,
subtraction and addition.



